
Faith in Action 
Mercy Conference

Saturday, Oct. 27, 2018
9:15 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch
7151 15th St. S., Fargo

Featured Speakers
Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison 
President, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison is the 13th man to serve as president of The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod since its founding in 1847.   Harrison is the author of many books, including 
Christ Have Mercy: How to Put Your Faith in Action, and A Little Book on Joy. “Mercy is part of the 
DNA of the church,” says Harrison. “It was part of Jesus’ life. He cared for people in need. He 
spoke the word of forgiveness and cared. To be intentional about mercy in your congregation is very 
significant, because there are a lot of hurting people in the world.”

Rob Stadler 
Devoted Christian, passionate scientist, and author of The Scientific Approach to Evolution 
As Christians, God’s word should be our ultimate truth. Yet, society increasingly trusts science as the ultimate source 
of truth and many scientific discoveries seem to contradict the Bible. In his keynote presentation, “Resolving the 
Conflict between Faith and Science,” Stadler will address the apparent conflict between science and faith. “Science 
has offered many benefits to society, but we must remember that science has limitations,” Stadler says.  “The 
conflicts between science and faith occur when science is stretched beyond its limitations, conveying a false sense of 
confidence in areas where it has little power to discern.”

Breakout Sessions (choose two on registration form)
1.  Orphan Grain Train and Mercy Meals (Andrea Eckstein, Mercy Meals of North Dakota)

World hunger continues to be a global problem, but one in which we can make a significant impact.  Even 
from our small communities, far from the disasters of the third world nations, we have opportunities to 
make a difference.  Mercy Meals is one way in which small community groups can come together and make 
preparations for food distribution to people in need.  Mercy Meals of North Dakota, based in Jamestown, brings 
that opportunity to your community by partnering with you for a servant event experience.  Details of the 
process and how the events are organized will be discussed.  Participants will have the chance to pack meals to be 
sent to a mission in Liberia. 

The Faith in Action Mercy Conference is a conference to equip and energize compassionate 
Christians for Mercy Care. The event brings Lutherans together to re-imagine the work of mercy as 

part of our church’s mission, helping to make caring ministries of mercy possible in new ways.



Registration is limited!
Go to DakotaRanch.org/mercy for the registration form, speaker 

bios, directions, and hotel information. DakotaRanch.org
1-800-344-0957

Breakout Sessions (cont.)
2. LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Ministries (Don “Moe” Moeller, Lutheran Church Charities)

The LCC Comfort Dogs are a bridge for compassionate ministry, opening doors for conversation about faith 
and creating opportunities to share the mercy, compassion, presence and proclamation of Jesus Christ.

3. Transforming Public Schools with God’s Love and Truth (Richard Amundson, Tentmakers)
TENTMAKERS, in partnership with the Christian Educators Association International, launched the “Daniel 
Project” eight years ago resulting in several thousand public school teachers being equipped and empowered to 
help their students and schools to be transformed with God’s love and truth. This session will be interactive, eye 
opening and empowering for those who share deep concerns for the teachers and students in our public schools.

4. Presence in Learning: Trauma-Sensitive Schools (Marcia Bartok, Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch)
Dakota Memorial School (DMS) is a Trauma-Sensitive School, meaning it provides a safe and respectful 
environment where students can build caring relationships with adults and peers, self-regulate their emotions 
and behaviors, and succeed academically. At the same time, a trauma-sensitive school supports the physical 
health and well-being of its students. At DMS, human connection is the foundation of everything—children 
need strong interpersonal relationships so they can learn and develop in a developmentally appropriate and 
healthy way. DMS weaves trauma-sensitivity into all school academics, procedures, and programs—creating a 
beautiful tapestry so “each day, in every classroom, students learn, grow, and feel like real human beings.” At 
DMS, we foster the development of self-regulatory, relational, and cognitive skills, empowering children to 
discover and embrace their strengths.

5. Mercy and the Glory of God (Bernie Seter, Board of International Missions)
Participants will see various ways that divine mercy is given and how God is glorified when His own people 
choose to pour themselves into the lives of those who suffer. 

6. A Merciful Response to Childhood Trauma (Christina Hemmer, Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch)
No one is immune from the effects of trauma. Trauma impacts individuals, families, and communities by 
disrupting healthy development, disrupting relationships, and threatening sense of safety. People who have faced 
significant trauma need the support of those around them for recovery. Understanding trauma is an important 
step in creating compassionate communities of care.  In this training session we will learn about types of trauma, 
and the impact it has on children, adolescents and adults. We will explore helpful supportive resources, while 
also considering how we are impacted as we provide compassionate care and support. 

7. Understanding Recognized Service Organizations (Dorothy Krans, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod)
Attendees will learn about Recognized Service Organizations (RSOs) and their role in helping the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod engage the world and meet the needs of God’s people.

8. What is Deaconess Ministry? (Deaconess Kelly Jacob, Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch)
Showing God’s mercy and care in a world full of hurt and suffering is a significant job that requires a team effort. 
Learn more about a role of ministry in which women are specifically trained to dispense God’s compassion and 
care in the contexts of congregational team ministries, institutions, and mission settings.

9. Children with No One (Rev. Mike Giddings/Bob Wurl, Project 24/Christ’s Care for Children, Kenya)
Participants will learn about the physical and spiritual needs of vulnerable children in Kenya, Africa. Learn how 
you can share the love of Jesus with these children, while providing for their physical and educational needs 
through Project 24 and Christ’s Care for Children-Kenya.


