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Dakota Boysy and Girls Ramchv
A Miracle onthe Pravirie

In 1952 The Good Samaritan Society turned their
Ranch for at-risk children over to the North Dakota
District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. That
year also marked the formation of the Dakota Boys Ranch
Association as a recognized, but independent mission of
the LCMS. The Ranch is now also a recognized service
provider of the ELCA and has grown to be supported by
people from all religions, cultures, ages and backgrounds,
as it serves at-risk boys and girls.

Thousands of friends across the nation are committed
to the Ranch’s goal and mission of helping at-risk chil-
dren and their families succeed in the name of Christ.
Program funding is augmented by its seven thrift stores,
located in Minot, Bismarck, Devils Lake, Grand Forks
and Fargo, North Dakota; and Moorhead, Minnesota.

The children served by the Ranch are experiencing se-
vere emotional, behavioral and developmental challenges.
The Ranch has six programs located in Minot, Fargo and
Bismarck, North Dakota, which are all accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities.

The most accurate estimates show that nearly 26,000
children, families and social service workers and agencies
have been impacted by Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch
in its more than 50 years of service. In North Dakota
alone, the Ranch has served children from 194 cities and
towns, including rural areas. Overall it has served children
from 36 states. And, as evidenced by the sharp increase
in numbers of residents in recent years, the Ranch will
continue to be sought and will seek to provide service for
an ever-increasing population of at-risk children.

Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch is the second largest
social service agency in the state behind the North Dakota
Department of Human Services. The Ranch is one of the
top 100 largest employers in North Dakota (sixth largest
in Minot), with a $20 million budget and more than 450
employees. Recent estimates show that Dakota Boys and
Girls Ranch has had more than an $80 million economic
impact on the state.

“ITnasmuch as ye have done it
wnto-one of the least of these My bretiven,

ye hawve done it unto-Me.”
Matthew 25:40




